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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given by Mr. Nathan Prepelka 
on June 18, 2009. 

The claims have been amended as follows: 

-- Claim 18: (Currently Amended) A drive mechanism for attachment to an existing 
body having an outer wall, wherein said body has a plurality of load bearing track 
engaging wheels that allow said body to move back and forth along a load bearing 
track, said drive mechanism comprising: 

an actuator attached outward of said outer wall of said body that is driven, 
a non-load bearing drive wheel that i s attached mounted to pivot by a pivot 
connection that is located entirely outward of said outer wall of said body and with 
respect to said body so that it engages a stationary surface adjacent said body, said 
stationary surface being distinct from said load bearing track, said drive wheel and 
said actuator located on the same side of said load bearing track and outward of 
said outer wall of said body, and 

a drive coupling m e ans mechanism between said actuator and said drive wheel 
wherein actuation of said actuator causes rotation of said drive wheel which moves 
said body along said load bearing tracks, 

wherein the load bearing track engaging wheels and the non-load bearing drive 
wheel are each rotatably mounted about [[a]] respective horizontal axis axes 
separate from said pivot connection , and wherein said stationary surface extends 
parallel to and horizontally alongside said load bearing track. 



Application/Control Number: 10/508,977 
Art Unit: 3617 



Page 3 



Claim 19: (Previously Presented) The drive mechanism according to claim 18, 
wherein said drive wheel frictionally engages said surface. 

Claim 20: (Previously Presented) The drive mechanism according to claim 19, 
wherein the periphery of said drive wheel comprises a material having a high friction 
co-efficient. 

Claim 21: (Previously Presented) The drive mechanism according to claim 20, 
wherein said material comprises polyurethane. 

Claim 22: (Currently Amended) The drive mechanism according to claim 18, 
further comprising a moans mechanism of biasing said drive wheel towards said 
surface. 

Claim 23: (Currently Amended) The drive mechanism according to claim 22, 
wherein said biasing m e ans mechanism comprises a carriage to which said drive 
wheel is mounted that is pivotally mounted with respect to said body and a spring 
mounted between said carriage and said body that urges said carriage towards said 
surface. 

Claim 24: (Previously Presented) The drive mechanism according to claim 18, 
further comprising reduction gearing between said actuator and said drive wheel. 

Claim 25: (Previously Presented) The drive mechanism according to claim 18, 
wherein said drive coupling comprises a belt extending between said actuator and 
said drive wheel. 

Claim 26: (Previously Presented) The drive mechanism according to claim 25, 
further comprising an intermediate pair of pulleys with said belt extending to a first of 
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said pulleys with a second belt extending from a second of said pulleys to said drive 
wheel. 

Claim 27: (Previously Presented) The drive mechanism according to claim 18, 
wherein said actuator comprises a manually operated crank. 

Claim 28: (Previously Presented) The drive mechanism according to claim 27, 
wherein said crank comprises a wheel. 

Claim 29: (Currently Amended) A drive mechanism for attachment to an existing 
body having an outer wall, wherein said body has a plurality of load bearing track 
engaging wheels that allow said body to move back and forth along a load bearing 
track, said drive mechanism comprising: 

a non-load bearing drive wheel that i s attached mounted to pivot bv a pivot 
connection that is located entirely outward of said outer wall of said body and with 
respect to said body so that it frictionally engages a stationary surface adjacent said 
body, said surface being distinct from said load bearing track, and 

a drive m e ans for rotating said drive wheel to move said body along said load 
bearing tracks, wherein said drive m e ans and said drive wheel are located on the 
same side of said load bearing track and outward of said outer wall of said body, 

wherein the load bearing track engaging wheels and the non-load bearing drive 
wheel are eaeh rotatably mounted about [[a]] respective horizontal axis axes 
separate from said pivot connection , and 

wherein said stationary surface extends parallel to and horizontally alongside 
said load bearing track. 

Claim 30: (Previously Presented) A plurality of track mounted cabinets using a 
drive mechanism according to claim 18, wherein each said cabinet comprises a 
body with said drive mechanism attached to each said cabinet. 
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Claim 31 : (Previously Presented) The track mounted cabinets according to claim 

30, wherein said surface is an elongate track extending along the length of said 
cabinets that is engaged by said drive wheel. 

Claim 32: (Currently Amended) The track mounted cabinets according to claim 

31, wherein said elongate track is attached to any one of load bearing tracks 
supporting said cabinets. 

Claim 33: (Previously Presented) A plurality of track mounted cabinets using a 
drive mechanism according to claim 29, wherein each said cabinet comprises a 
body with said drive mechanism attached to each said cabinet. 

Claim 34: (Previously Presented) The track mounted cabinets according to claim 

33, wherein said surface is an elongate track extending along the length of said 
cabinets that is engaged by said drive wheel. 

Claim 35: (Currently Amended) The track mounted cabinets according to claim 

34, wherein said elongate track is attached to any one of load bearing tracks 
supporting said cabinets. 

Claim 36: (Previously Presented) The drive mechanism according to claim 18, 
wherein said actuator is manually driven. 

Claim 37: (Previously Presented) The drive mechanism according to claim 36, 
wherein said actuator is mechanically driven. 

Claim 38: (Currently Amended) The drive mechanism according to claim 29, 
wherein said drive mechanism further comprises m e ans a mechanism for biasing 
said drive wheel towards said surface. 
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Claim 39: (Currently Amended) The drive mechanism according to claim 38, 

wherein said drive m e ans comprises: 

an actuator attached to said body that is manually or mechanically driven; and 
a drive coupling m e ans mechanism between said actuator and said drive wheel, 

wherein actuation of said actuator causes rotation of said drive wheel which moves 

said body along said load bearing track. 

Claim 40: (Previously Presented) The drive mechanism according to claim 39, 
wherein a periphery of said drive wheel comprises a material having a high friction 
co-efficient. 

Claim 41: (Previously Presented) The drive mechanism according to claim 40, 
wherein said material comprises polyurethane. 

Claim 42: (Currently Amended) The drive mechanism according to claim 39, 
wherein said biasing m e ans mechanism comprises a carriage to which said drive 
wheel is mounted, said carriage being pivotally mounted with respect to said body, 
and a spring mounted between said carriage and said body that urges said carriage 
towards said surface. 

Claim 43: (Currently Amended) The drive mechanism according to claim 39, 
wherein said drive coupling means mechanism comprises reduction gearing. 

Claim 44: (Currently Amended) The drive mechanism according to claim 39, 
wherein said drive coupling m e ans mechanism comprises a belt extending between 
said actuator and said drive wheel. 



Claim 45: (Previously Presented) The drive mechanism according to claim 44, 
further comprising an intermediate pair of pulleys with said belt extending to a first of 
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said pulleys and with a second belt extending from a second of said pulleys to said 
drive wheel. 

Claim 46: (Previously Presented) The drive mechanism according to claim 39, 
wherein said actuator comprises a manually operated crank. 

Claim 47: (Previously Presented) The drive mechanism according to claim 46, 
wherein said crank comprises a wheel. -. 



The specification has been amended as follows: 

In the specification, page 4, the fourth paragraph has been amended as follows: 

-- The carriage 27 , having the drive wheel 24 mounted therein, is pivotally 
attached to the side of the shelf unit via a pivot connection 28 that is located entirely 
outward of the side or outer wall of the body of the shelving unit (see Figs. 3-5) . In this 
embodiment the pivot connection 28 is secured to a plate 29 that is attached to the 
column 1 9 and the side of the shelving unit 1 1 and 12. --. 

In the specification, page 5, after the first paragraph, the following paragraph has 

been inserted: 

-- The drive wheel 24 and the wheel 15 on a side of the shelf unit 11, 12 are 
mounted for rotations about respective horizontal axes separate from the pivot 
connection 28. --. 
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The abstract has been amended to remove objectionable phraseology 
"means" in the abstract: 

-- DRIVE MECHANISM FOR A TRACK MOUNTED BODY 
ABSTRACT 

A drive mechanism for a body where the body has a plurality of load 
bearing and track engaging wheels that allow the body to move back and forth along a 
track that comprises an actuator attached to the body that is manually or mechanically 
driven, a non-load beating drive wheel that is attached with respect to the body so that 
it engages a stationary surface adjacent the body and a drive coupling [means] 
mechanism between the actuator and the drive wheel wherein actuation of the actuator 
causes rotation of the drive wheel which moves the body along the tracks. The invention 
provides a convenient [means] mechanism of attaching a drive mechanism to a body 
and to enable easier movement of track mounted bodies. --. 

3. As discussed with Mr. Prepelka, the above examiner's amendments to the above 
claims were necessary to better define the instant claimed invention over the prior art 
structures, including the structure of Morcheles (US 4,467,924); wherein, Figures 17-18 
of Morcheles appeared to show a structure similar to that recited in instant claim 18. 
Further, the word "means" in the claims was also needed to be changed so as to avoid 
any confusion with means-plus-function under 35 U.S.C. 112, sixth paragraph. Mr. 
Prepelka accepted the examiner's proposed amendments to the claims as above. The 
specification was also amended as above so as to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the amended subject matters of the claims. The examiner had also amended the 
abstract so as to avoid objectionable wordings, such as the legal phraseology "means", 
in the abstract. 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARK T. LE whose telephone number is (571)272- 
6682. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, between 8:15-4:45 
(Teleworking). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Samuel Morano can be reached on 571-272-6684. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Mark Lei 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3617 
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